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2. 
Editorialo 

It is probably true to say that never at any time in the history of ufology --­
.which properly began so far'as the public was concerned in the summer of 1 947 --­
has there been such widespread interest in the subj ect of ufos or, as some per­
sist in calling them, flying saucers or just plain saucerso On the face of things 
this interest might be thought to be a·splendid development. Closer scrutiny of 
how much of that interest has manifested itself leads to a_ less reassuring con� 
-elusion . 

Few will disagree that, due to the above-mentioned interest, never before has 
there been such a wealth of literature published in one form or another on the 
UFO themeo That might have been a wonderful positive step forward had it not been 
for ·the fact that at least 80% of that literature was the product of uninformed 
writers all too often jumping onto the proverbial bandwaggon. In this case, the 
bandwaggon was that of "flying saucers119 UF0s9 and "mystery" objects from Lord 
knows where. 

At the glossy end of the market we have had in recent years countless books and 
patently flashy news-stand magazines that quite honestly dont survive even the 
most perfunctory scrutiny by the informed .. Littered with errors, wild assumptions, 
and· ·in · many instances plain bad gTarrrrnar, these productions have recently begun to 
. .develop .a new trend --- that of using the earliest specimens of this type of lit-
erature as SOURCE material. Thus, we find several of the latest books and news­
stand magazines dealing with ufos9 blandly stating that Raymond Drake says, Eric 
von Daniken says, John Keel says9 etco, etc. Such procedure is just not on. 
None of the writers just named, nor many others one could mention, ever did more 
·than put forward theories. Admittedly some of them tried a little too zealously 
.(n occasion to insist that their personal vie1vpoin ts 9 their published hypotheses, 
could be the only viable or real solution to the problems they had set themselves 
to solve .· But that is a corunon enough fault with many writers in practically every 
fiel-d, and is, perhaps, almost to be expected from time to time .. It is9 however, 
very different from the inadoissable actions of later writers who,· on read­
ing the persuasive arguments of the Drakes, von Danikens, and Keels of this world, 
blithely accept the original theories as proven facts on which to build new edi­
fices of their own .. This, alas, has happened all too often in recent years, ·with 
the result that bookshelves are now swamped with banal and mediocre l�erature on 
ufos masquerading as serious thought. The thought may be seriuus to those generat­
ing it, but it is not at all serious in its wider perspective. It becomes merely 
an incumberanceo 

The existence of the aforegoing brand of literature is undoubtedly very co�fusing 
to the newcomer to ufology9 and one has enormous sympathy with them when confront­
ed with such mountains of literary rubbish. How do they select which book to read 
first? How can they be sure that what they are reading is reasonable? These are� 
very vexed questions, even for those who have been in the ufological are1ia for a· 
long while. 

The answer to the above is to read all the earliest published tomes first, more 
or less in order of publication, and proceed steadily (if one likes lots of read­
ing) towards· modern ·times. By such a method the reader will at least obtain an 
overview of the development of ufological thought as expressed in the popular lit• 

·erature. Unfortunately many early books have long been out of print, so newcomers 
to ufology may not even know of their existence. It is, therefore, fiercely incum­
bent on all new writers to aquaint their readership with what has gone before in 

····-·the· ufo fi·eld· in general·. How few provide such perspectives? precious few. ·Why? 



Because too many new writers on ufos are themselves seemingly ignorant of past 
ufo facts or are incapable, through being blinded by" their own new ideas, of vi­
ewing the evolution of ufology .. in. proper specti ve. 

No better are the hordes of small-time ufo club magazines, which, in doubtless 
commendable efforts to inform their readers comprehensively, fill their pages 
with·lists of star types, stellar distances from Earth, or with ufo cas·es from 
the '1950's that, although of significance, have bE?.en recorded in print, on many 
p��vious occasions. Such texts flood the ufo scene with needless material. Any 
responsible ufologist wanting to·know about stellar distances or the classific­
ation of stars, for example, or about the more significant early ufo sightin�., 
will go to their nearest reference library (normally adjuncts of most lending., 
libraries) and extract the desired datao Such information will be located in 
autboritative tomes authored by �ractisi�g professionals or accredited experts. 
To reprint such extracted data in ufo magazines is no gu�rantee that such vers­
ions are error-freeo Certainly such literature is not authoritative. Indeed, one 
often receives the impression that many magazines are produced by youngsters 
discovering this information for themselves for the. first. time and �ho9 as the 
data is apparently red�hot news to them, imagine that nobody else is aware of it 
either; due to which they then reprOdUCe (frequently with errors) the relevant 
data on the pages of their particular magazines. So what a waste of time, space, 
money (printing costs)',· �d effort. ·worse·9 the details .are unneeded when an ab­
undance of good reference works are available in.almost any public library. 

I1agazines �important ch�nnels fo� disseminating new facts and ideas. One is 
not denigrating magazines here? but one· is critical of the superficiality of so 
much currently publishe�G It is possible-ro have genuin€ junk; the� far. too much 
recent ufo literature (books and magazines) falls into that categoryo If ufology 
is ever to rise above mediocrity9 as it occasionally mar�ges to� it really must 
put its public image in order? and that is hardly possible until its internal 
workings are put in order. The t�e is long1overdue when a visibl� measure of 
responsibility was seen to exist at all levels of our subjecto Although this 
presently exists, it is very_tineven.and sporadic. The saddening thing is that 
so much genuine enthusiasm for ufology exis·ts all over the place without it be­
ing systematically channeled into a coherent whole for the benefit of all. To 
"Do one's own thing" may be all very well in some fields, but is absolutely. no 
good at all in ufology. It is bad enough surmounting linguistic and national 
barriers without having needless sectarian ones to overcome as well. In short, 
therefore, ufologists at all levels (and especially those who publish in one 
form or another) should constantly strive to beco:.-Je more personally informed.·· 
Certainly they must not assume that they alone know the facts, or that others 
elsewhere are not capable of ascertaining them independently. After all9 ufolo­
gists as a body must pe among the brightest and cleverest units o� society, as 
grappling with the ufo enigma demands that they. should be soo Let us, ther�fore9 
openll demonstrate those inherent qualities and improve standards all round� 

The Editor. 

Special Announcemento 
CONTACT IN�ATIONAL and CONTACT (UK) will be staging a spe·cial ufo conference 
at Cowley Parish Hall, Cowley, near Oxford, on ·June 2nd. 9· at 2.45 pm. Proceed­
ings will last until 6.00 pm. Admission will be 90p. per head� ·but members, on 
production of a valid membership card, will be admitted at the reduced rate of 
70p. per head. 
Speakers.will includ�· the Earl-of Clancarty (Brinsley Le Poer Trench)9 John· Sears, 
J.Bernard Delair, and our new international president Ruth Rees. Do not miss what 
will undoubtedly be a notable occasion. We look forward to seeing you there. 



�. 
CONTACT INTERNATIONALg BRANCH REPORTS. 

No:7 - SOUTH AFRICA. 

Communicated by Mrs Edna Smith? Durban office.* 

The foll�wing reports have been received by and lodged at the Durban offices 
of the South African branch (f Contact International? and pertain to sightings 
of ufos made between July 6th.l977 and November 9th., 1978. The reports,- whi�h 
are listed chronologically� are merely summarized as to provide full details 
.of every case would result in an excessively lengthy account. Interested part­
ies, however� may obtain fuller information about any one of the cases listed 
by writing direct to the address of this office, provided a stamped addressed 
envelope accompanies their enquiry. Enquiries should also cite the referen�e 
number accorded each case. 

Case no:770706/l. 

July 6th., 1977; 17.50 hrs. 
Farm near Steynsburg9 (E.Cape ). 

Mr D.Scott-Macnab and his son watched a spherical light larger than Venus 
stationary in the sky, which, after a while, moved across the sky only to 
become stationary for approximately two minutes again. It eventually shot 
away and disappeared from view. 

This phenomenon has not been satisfactorily explained to date. 

Source� Ccntact (S.Africa ) files. 

Case no:77lll4/l. 

November 14th., 1977; time unnoted but during the day. 
Warner Beach on the south coast of Natal. 

Mr and Mrs Vanbelkum saw a round� orange� ball-shaped object moving in the· 
sky slowly with the wind, from their vantage point on Warner Beach. 

Very probably a balloon or flare, although neither of these identifications 
is certain. 

Source: Contact (S.Africa ) files. 

Case no:780127/l. 

January 27th., 1978; 16.30 hrs. 
Apparently over Verulam, Natal. 

Mr and Mrs Henwood and two passengers in their car saw, from Durban, a ball 
of flares and smoke descending from the sky apparently over Verulam. It re­
sembled an aeroplan in trouble? according to the witnesses. 

-Subsequent checks of authorities at Louis Botha an� Virginia airpo�ts reveal­
ed that no aeroplanes were missing or could have been involved with this phe­
nomenon. It was, however, conceivably a flare from an Indian festival. 

Source: Contact (S.Africa ) files. 
Case no:780317/l. 

March 17th., 1978; about 22.00 hrs. 
Along the coast of Natal, north and south of Durban. 

* Contact (South Africa ) , 3rd Floor, Progress House, Hermitage Street, Durban. 



Many observers, including amateur astronomers, watched a cluster of lights 
moving along the· general line of the coast, south to-north, and on a plane! 
parallel to· that of the -Earth. To each observer the--lights were visible for 
approximately 50 seconds. 

Initially, these-lights were thought to be Cosmos 992,. but this satellite 
re-entered ·on the morning of that day (vide Spaceflight,20 (8), 1978,. p.314). 
Messrs Andrew (�ay and Kenneth Harrison, who investigated this event, are 
inclined to rule out a fireball. The case is still being investigated. 

Source: Contact (S.Africa) files. 
Case no:780513/l. 

May 13th., 1978; 02.00 hours. 
Oudtshoorn, Cape Province. 

Three independent male witnesses sighted a large, blindingly bright, bluish­
green light travelling across the sky at high speedo It has not been identif-
�ed with- any known phenomenon. 

· 

Source� Tribune, 14·. 5 .1978. 

Case no� 780701/1. 

July 1st., 19789 06.25 hours. 
Cape Town, Cape Province. 

Three witnesses, allegedly independently situated, watched an oval-shaped 
object having a bright yellow light in the sky. It remained stationary for 
approximately half an hour, after which it suddenly disappeared (?= demat­
erialised). It has not been identified with any known phenomenon. 

Source� Burger, 17.7.1978. 

Case- no� 780719/1. 

July 19th., 1978; 19.45 hours. . 
False Bay, SE of Cape Town, Cape Province. 

Colonel Kempen and twelve-other witnesses watched a bright egg-shaped object 
having a blue light on one side and a red light on the other remain motion­
less over False Bay for an appreciable while. Its mode of disappearance was 
not observed. 

Coneceivably a misidentification of the planet Venus. 

Sourceg District r1ail, 21.7.1978. 

Case ·nog 780721/1. 

July 21st., 1978� time uncertain. 
Edenvale·Hospital, Transvaal. 

Mr C.M�rris vf nearby Germiston, together with others, watched a flaming orb 
move up and down and sideways in the sky. The Johannesburg Planetarium, on 
being advised of the event, was unable to identify the object. 

Sourceg The Advocate, 21.7.1978. 

Case. nog]80807/l. 

August 7th., 1978; 21.30 hours. 
Gillitts, near Durban,- Natal. 



6. 

The Mills family observed nothing when they all heard a low rumbling noise 
with a high pitched whine passing rapidly over house and property, causing 
buildings to vibrate, lights to dim, and the telephone to go dead. 

Investigators have not satisfactorily explained this event, but suggest that 
an unobserved .low flying aeroplane may have caused ·these effects. However, 
they concede that ·no known manmade aeroplane normally causes lights to dim 
or telephones to malfunction. 

· 

Source� Contact (SoAfrica) files. 

Case no�780922/l. 

September 22nd., 1978; 23. 30 hours. 
Johannesburg, Transvaal. 

···Hundreds of observers were dancing to disco music at a club; when the music 
suddenly stopped and a strange high-pitched voice, or voices, blared out over 
the speakers for some 5 secondso At the same time newspaper offices ·and p�­
lice stations in the city were inundated with citizen calls enquiring about 
a strange globe-shaped object hovering over the city. 

The acoustical effects were probably not CB interruptions bec�use of·the dif­
ferences in the frequencies used in this instance. The globuiar object has 
not been satisfactorily explainedo 

Sourceg Rand Dail� ·Mail, 25. 9ol978. 

Case no: 781021/l. 

October 21st., 1978; time uncertain, but during daylight hours. · 
Despatch, near Port Elizabeth, Cape Province. 

Four boys, and two other independent males claim to have sighted three fig­
ures dressed in silvery clothing, gliding or floating up a hill some distance 
from them. Later police accompanied the boys to the sighting area, and found 
an area in the bush where the grass was flattened and eight regularly spaced 
indentations occur�ed in the ground (?= landing-gear marks of a ufo). 

Mrs Cynthia Hind (of MUFON, Rhodesia) investigated this case, and has suggest­
ed that the fi.gures may have been robots. A more extensive account of this 
sighting will be released later, elsewhere. 

Source: Port Elizabeth Eveni� Post, 28.10.1978. 

Case no: 781109jl. 

November 9tho, 1978 (and following evenings); times uncertain, but evenings. 
Cape Town district, Cape Province. 

Eleven people on six different occasions have watched an uni.dentified orange· 
light moving about the sky 2nd which, on several 

.
occasions, h31-s stq_pp.ed and 

remained stationary. 

Source� Cape Tiilles, ll.llot978. 
�- * * * 

Additional ufv cases will be reviewed in later communiques from.South Afrlca, and 
published in this journal. 



"FURTHER TIETAILS OF UNEXPLAINED AERIAL PHENOMENA 

OVER BRITAIN IN 195019 

by 

Rudy de Groote* 

Ln the Summer of 1967 Mes srs Delair and Bonabot  published a useful summary of 
the material then known relating to unexplained aerial phenomena recorded over 
Britain during 1950 (1 ) .  Since that date (1976) 9 some additional pieces of this 
interes ting and perhaps important episode in the annals of ufo activity have 
come to my attention . It is prcper that these should be permanently recorded 
for co-ordination and evaluation with the material cons tituting the aforementi­
oned survey9 accordingly they are appended below .  

The present information falls into two categoriesg ( i )  that emending previo�sly 
recorded statements 9 and (ii ) that wholly additional to the earlier statements . 
The emendments are deali with firsi .. 

1.� Emendments. 

a� Circa April 12th9 between Pres ton and Lancas ter (Lancashire). 

The newspaper "_La Nation Belge" of We.dnesday? April 12th .. 9 1 950 9 s tates� 

"3 · jeunes filles de Pres ton onto declare a voir vu?· dimanche .apres-midi 
une·s oucoupe volante • • •  " (3 young girls from Pres ton declared having 
seen a flying saucer on Sunday afternoon • • •  ) . 

So the date of this even.t can now be positively fixed (April 9th . ,  .. l950),  
and the time of the sighting narrowed-down to  the afternoon� 

bg 7th. June9 w�od near Newport ( Shropshire ) .  

The Flemish newspaper "Het Volk" of Jnne 8th. 9 1950, which reported this 
sighting, s tated that the object flew at a height of 2.000 metres 9 and 
that it was in view for 15  seconds. 

There are now few reasons for believing, as remarked in the aforementioned 
survey 9 that the ob ject "pos sibly landedH . 

IIg Addit�onal eventsg 

ag June (early 1950's --- thus not necessarily 1950 itself );  Corby new town, 
Northamptcnshire. 

Details of an hitherto J'Verlooked event are noted in FSR Case His tories, 
nogl6 , pp . l5-l6 . 

bg Circa 26th. 9 November; Wandsworth 9 London . 

The newspaper "La Libre Belgique " for Snnday9 November 26th .. , 1 950, con­
·tained the f·ollowing i tern under the heading "An ice block falls into .e_ 
garage 9 in� London suburb". 

·"A mysterious block of ice9 brown in colour and about 30 cm3 9 has fal­
len from the sky through a garage roof in Wandsworth (London suburb ) .  
Scotland Yard has been · informed� 

It was firs t believed that the block had fallen from a plane 9 but it 

* Studiegroep Progressieve Wettens chappen SPW9 Jasmijns traat 67 , B9000, Gent, 
Belgium. 

7. 



had rounded anglesa Police have pla�ed it in a refrigerator so  that ex-
perts can examine it 0 

• . . . . . 

It weighs about 2 kg and meteorological services are very puzzledo A 
spokesman said that it was much ton big to have been produced by a nor­
mal atmospherical phenomenon o 

A little before this event two airmen flying over the Sussex coas t had 
seen a " silve�-blue disk11 travelling southwards through the sky� Then , 
the airmen said9 the strange machine "tumbled over" (il roula sur lui-· 
meme ) and disappeared into . J  he clouds at a terrific speed· . 

One knows that , twu weeks. ago9 farmers at Exrnoo:v- (Somerset ) found ice­
blocks in their fields weighing more than 5 Kgo One of them killed a 
sheep in its fall"e 

Very probably the usilver-blue disk" mentioned above was the blue disc seen 
over Selsea Bill 9 Sussex9 and recorded as item (v) in the abovementioned sur­
vey (opo cit o 9 Pol6 ) o 

Long-s tanding members of Contact (UK) will recall the additional details of 
this case provided by. Michael Hervey in his article on icefalls from the sky 
(2), inasmuch that the garage was owned by Messrs Fisher and Stacey 9  and that 
the hole made by the ice in the garage roof ·HaS· more than two feet long. The 
same writer also records that th8 icefall in Exw0or occurred on November 9th . 
1 950 , and that three days later (Nov o l2-'ch c. ) a lump over 12 inches in length 
landed near an� patrolman at Baughing in Hertfordshire9 while shortly aft­
erwards further ohunks of ice fell in Ardencaple Drive , Helensburgh9 Dumbart­
on, Scotland. Only a few days before the Wandsworth event blocks of ice about 
a foot wide fell on Loudwater near High Wycombe (Buckinghamshire ) , at Vigo 
Village, Gravesend (Kent ) , and near Tooting Broadway (London ) . ·All told,  at 
leas t twelve cases of falling ice from undetermined sources occurred in �ri- · 
tain during November and December 1950 (op o cito ) 
Messrs Delair and Bonabot make the point that the known unexplained phenomena 
recorded in Britain during 1950 suggests that all the ingredients of a clas s­
ic ufo "wave" were present and that sys tematic searches of contemporary news­
papers (especially the provincial and local is sues ) would very likely consid­
erably augment what is presently knowno There can be little argument with such 
a conclusiono The present additions , culled from foreign (Benelux ) ne

.
wspapers 

only9 suggest that such a search could be mos t productiveo  

R e f e r e n c e s 

lo J . B.Delair and J . Bonaboto "A Survey of Unexplained Aerial Phenomena Over 
Britain in 1950" 9 AHareness 9 vol o 5 9  no �2 , 1976,. pp . l2-18 . 

2. M.Hervey o "Peripheral Ufology no�2o Flying Blocks of Ice from Outer 
Spacen 9 Awareness 9  December 19719 J2P·3-4 , 12o 

"NOTES ON TWO TYPES OF UFOS WHICH HAVE APPEARED RECENTLY -- --- -- ---- �---
WITH �ruSUA� FREQUENCY" 

by 
DoN. r·1ansell. 



Two kinds rf ufos --- a domed disc form and a triangular shape.d type --- have 
recently been reported in British skies �ith unusual frequencyo Both these kinds 
of ufos have been observed for·many years, and there would certainly be little 
that was truly noteworthy about the pr.esent series of cases were it not for a 
number of remarkable simiJarities between the individual eyewitness accounts. 
These similarities are highlighted later in this article. 

The reports themselves have ·been taken from Data Research's files at Wheatley9 
and few. have been previously published·. ·Indeed, few are kn wn outside of the 
Data Research investigative team ahd the original witnesses. Every report pre­
sented here has been exhaustively checked with the relev�nt aeronautical and me­
teorological authorities11 and no conventional explanations found for any of the 
obj.ects reported. The occurrence cf s.imilar objects further afield during the 
same general period of time is also notedo 

The domed disc cases are reviewed first. 

!: Domed Disc Events. 

In the early hours of one May morning in 1964 'exact date· not known) the driver 
( anonymity requested·) of a lorry was asleep in his cab, the lorry itself being 
parked in a little-used layby on a road in Yorkshire (exact locality with-held). 
At 6.30 am., just as it was beginning .to get light, the driver was woken-up by 
a strange noise. He opened the cab window and almost immediately saw at treetop 
height a large domed disc descending into a nearby field. It landed an estimated 
65 yards from the parked lorry, although the witness does not remem�r whether 
it rested directly on the ground, hovered a short distance above it, or stood on 
some form of landing apparatus. He was9 in fact, more intent on noting that the 
object possessed large square windows that went (apparently) all round it, and 
that after only a very short while · after it "landed" a drawbridge-like door and 
ramp were let down onto the�ground. 

A figure quickly appeared on the thresh-hold of the door and yelled to something 
hidden within the bject. A total of 36·similar figures then filed through the. 
doorway, down the ramp, and formed up into three separate lines or ranks. Every 
figure appeared to be fair-skinned and was dressed in olive-green tunics with 
hoods or cowls. Each fib�e vrore black boots and carried an outsize torch-like 
instrument. When turned-on, these emitted green beams. 

�e figures shortly afterwards spread out over the field and seemed to search it 
for something. As the nearest ones approached the lorry, the driver tried to 
start his engine, but found it completely dead. Panicking, he jumped out of the 
far side of the driving cab and ran across some nearby fields before hiding be­
hind some trees. From· that vantage point he· watched the figures briefly examine 
his lorry before returning to the landed ufo. Immediately the occupants had re­
·entered the object it took off v.ri th a loud droning noise and slowly disappeared 
from view. On returning to his lorry and the field examined by the figures, the 
driver found a depression on the surface of the ground measuring approximately 
85 feet in diameter. The engine of his lorry also worllied perfectly again. 

In August 1977 (date unknown)s a miner returning across fields near Wigan, Lan­
cashire11 after a late shift at 3o00 am.·, stopped when he heard a loud droning 
noise in the air aroun� him. He glanced across the field towards some trees, be­
hind which was a bright moving light. As it moved upwards behind the trees, a 
huge domed disc became v�sible. It then moved.slowly at treetop height towards 
the miner, who noticed that it was surrounded by coloured lights. As the object 
came directly over the witness, it beamed down on him a brilliant light. The 



10 • . 

miner by this time was l ying down on the ground and was very s cared at the way 
in which events were devel opi_ng. According to. th& wi tnes s 9 as s oo n  as ·the l ight 
s truck him he was knocked o ut (vtlike having an electric s hock") . In due cours e ,  
the miner work up o r  came to his s ens es , j us t  in time to s ee the obj ec t  slowl y 
disappearing from view .  Thereupon he quickl y made his way back to the mine build­
ings . On glancing at his watch he realised he couldn ' t  account for a period some 
three quarters of an hour in duration. 
According to this percipient's es timate, the diameter of the obj ec t  was approxi­
mately 85 feet . The witnes s des ires anonymity,  as indeed does Contac t  (UK) in 
view of the pos sibility that this is an abduction cas e. Inves tigations into the 
latter pos s ibility are currentl�r in hand. · 

Clo s el y  s imilar domed dis c s  were s een on January 2 nd. , at Bexhill , Sus s ex ,  this 
time at 4 . 00 am.9 and at 11 . 30 pm. o ne day in May 1978 (exact date unre.corded) 
in a paddock belonging to a pet farm at Weeley9 in Ess ex . Omce again, obs ervers 
es timated the obj ec t  as having a diameter of about 85 feet. The obj ect at this 
s econd s ite slanted s qu�re windows and a drawbridge-like door , precis ely similar 
to that obs erved in 1964 by the lorry driver in Yorks hire . This obj ect als o  de- . 
parted amid a loud dro ning noi s e .  Very interes tingl y9 this obj ect was s urpris ed 
by the owner (anonymity reques ted) of the pet farm , who encountered i t  parked in 
his paddock , whereupo n  it  rapidl y took off . 
Slightl y later in r��y 1978 (exact date again unrecalled by witnes s ) ,  a very.s irn­
ilar domed dis c9 ·with a diameter es timated at approximately 85 feet , was obs erved 
in a playing fiel d  by a married coupl e o ne Sunday afternoon at Clacto n-on-S ea , 
Es s ex .  Res earchers will want· to know that , in 19789 Sundays fell on May 7th . 9 
14th., 21s t . ,  and 28th . In all probability the event described here occurred on 
one or the other of the two las t dates j us t  mentioned . 
Still o ther s imilar domed dis coidal obj ects with diameters generally es timated 
at around 85 feet were s ighted o n  Augus t 29th. , 1978J at Hartlepool , Cl eveland, 
on September 19th . , at Awsworth,  Nottinghams hire; on 2 3rd.September , near a sc ho­
ol clos e by Tubney Woods , wes t of Cumnor , Oxfords hire9 and in late September 
(exac t  date unknown )  at Tiartford Heath9 Kent . 
In nearl y every ins tance all the s e  obj ects were des cribed by eyewitnes s es as ha­
ving a diameter of approximQtely 8 5  feet , as emitting loud droning nois es , and 
of moving very slowly. Furthermore, a s ignificantly high perc entage of obs ervers 
had the impress ion that the obj ects were "s earching for s omething". In at leas t 
one cas e (the 1964 Yorks hire event ) this type of ob j ect was manned --- by an un­
expectedly l arge number of occupants --- and was very probably manned in the 
Clac ton-on-S ea cas e. 
It is to be hoped t hat res earchers will pay spec ial attention to do me d  dis cs of 
between 80 and 90 feet es timated diameter that (a ) land,  (b ) proceed slowly, or 
(c ) emit l �ud dro ning noises .  It may be s ignificant that this type ·of ob j ect ap­
pears to operate in pas toral rather than urban dis tricts 

�� Triangu1ar s haped objects . 
On November 25th. , 1978,  a triangular ob j ect was obs erved hovering at a very con­
siderable altitude over Heathrow airport , }liddles ex9 and s ub s equently was s een 
again over Houns low ,  in the same county. Accounts of this appearance were carried 
by the evening papers of that date and by the daily papers in many parts of Bri­
tain the following day. Thes e accounts were the firs t (and las t ) _intimations that 
the public at large had of the exis tence of s uch ob j ects in 1978 . Clo s el y  s i milar 
obj ects had, however , bee n  s een s hortl y before9 o..nd were s een many time·s l ater .  



Altogether, since the beginning of November 19789 triangular shaped ufos have 
been sighted in Britain at least 48 times, a concentration of these being in 
the Oxfordshire region· • .A composite impression of this type 9f _ g�ject, based on 
details contained in the many reports 9 reveals that it is usually si.l verY- in 
colour or metallic, has two very large pale yellow lights, and is always silent. 
A few sightings de.scribe it as hovering, although the · majority refer to its fast 
or very fast speed. The reported size of·the object has naturally varied accord­
ing to eyewitness distanGe from it9 the smallest reported size has been that of 
a single pence pi�ce held at arm ' s length, while the largest reported size has 
been that at least twice the size of a "Jumbo Jet"o 

Across the borders from Oxfordshire, trial fl�ghts of "Concorde" are regularly 
carried out from Fairford in Gloucestershire, and quite often the flight paths 
of n:concorde" flights takes that wonderful aircraft over western and central Ox­
fordshire. Checks made with Fairford flight control personnel reveal that none 
of the triangular objects reported could have been "Concorde" or indeed any com­
parable aeroplane . In short, the identity of the triangular ufo remains unknown. 

Below is a selection of reports describing sightings of this- type of .. ufo. 

i) 23rd . Nov., 1978. Near Heathrow airport, Middlesex. Timeg early evening. 
A silvery triangular object paced a cownercial airliner into t�e airport, be­
fore departing at ve� high speed . See� by several airliner crew-members. 

ii) 24th.November, 1978. Twelve miles west of Heathrow airportg time early even­
ing. 
A ·large silvery triangular object�·with two yellow lights, paC'ed a "Tristar" 
commercial airliner into the airport, being s�multaneously tracked on radar. 
Several independently located witnesses observed the object. 

iii) 25th. November 1978. Heathrow airport, Middlesex • .  Timeg early evening . 
A bright_yellowish coloured . triangular object was observed hovering over the 
airport by numerous ·individuals� It . suddenly shot away to the north-east, 
but was soon afterwards sighted moving slowly over Hou.rislow, Niddlesex. The. 
object was reported in the London evening papers and many daily papers of 
the following date. 

iv) 25th. November, 1978 . Ducklington, Oxfordshireo Time� 7.45 am. 
A dark coloured triangular object with pa�e yellow lights was seen travelling 
across the sky in a South to North-west direction . 

· 

v) 28th.November, 1978. Heathrow Airport, Middlesex. Timeg 7.15 am. 

Personnel at Heathrow airport control facilities observed an unknown triangu­
lar object crossing the sky at great altitude from West to East. 

vi) 1st. December, 1978. Ruislip, Middl_esex. Time� 7.15 am. 
A silvery triangular object having yellow lights was sighted travelling acr­
oss the sky on a West to East course o 

vii) 2nd. December, 1978. Abingdon, Oxfordshire. Timeg 7.10 am. 
A silvery triangular object was observed in the sky, moving along a South 
to North-west course, passing over this upper Thames Valley town. 

viii) 3rd.DecemberJ 1978. Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire. Time: 7.15 am. 
A triangular object of grey colour, was watched by several people moving 
through the sky in a West to East direction. · ' 

ix) 3rd. December, 1978. -Prestwick, Ayrshire, Scotland. Time: circa 7. 00 am. 
A silvery triangular object, having yellow lights, was seen crossing the 

--- ------



sky in a North to South-direction . 

x) 3rd.December, 1978 . Standlake, Oxfordshire • . Timeg7.20 am. 
A silver coloured triangular object� having yellow lights� was seen moving 
acros s  the sky from South to North-wes t. 

xi) 4th . December2 1978 o Kidlington, Oxfordshire o Timeg7a30 am. 
·A triangular object described as silvery and having two yellow lights, was 
reported pass ing over this town on a West to South-eas t  course.  

xii) lOth o December2 1978 . Near Cumnor 9 Oxfordshi�e . Timeg 7 . 20 am o 
A s ilvery triangular object9 possessing yellow lights , swooped-down very 
low over a ·young couple driving along the Oxford to Swindon road? causing 
extreme panic and the car to swerve off the road onto the grass verge. The 
witnesses later reported the object as being of vast  dimensions and far 
bigger than a "Herculesn transport aeroplane. It remained totally silent 
as it_moved Wes t to East towards Abingdon and London . 

. 
.
xiii) 2nth .Decembe�l978o Yarnton , Oxfordshire . Time 7 . 20 am. 

A s ilvery triangular object was seen crossing the sky from West to Eas t. 
It appeared to be very high up. 

xiv) 24th. December9 1978 o Newquay , Cornwall . Timeg. midnight. 
A triangular object travelling from South to North-eas t , was observed -by 
several individuals . 

,xv) 9arlisle? Cumbriao On December 3ls t o 9 1978, a triangular object of-�own 
origin was seen crossing the sky from Wes t to Eas t o  The �ime was c . 7 . 00 pm. 

xvi) 3lstoDecember, 1 978 . Edinburgh , Scotland. Time g 7 o 02 P�o 
A triangular object of greyish hue was observed passing across the sky in 
a Wes t  to Eas t directiono 

xvii) Hull, Hwnberside. On December 3ls t.2 ·i9182 at 7 . 05·pm . ,  a triangul_ar ob-
ject  of considerable size was seen travelling on an Eas t to North course. 

The above selection of cases discloses the fact that7 although many essentially 
s imilar sightings were made in (a ) the Heathrow and (b ) Oxford areas , others 
were made the length and breadth of England and . Scotland nnd that these? too , 
referred to closely similar objects . As previously mentioned?. none of. the objects 
can be correlated with a known aircraft flight , and it is perfectly obvious that 
the objects were not balloons o 

Of particular interest are the times when these objects-were sighted. With very 
few exceptions all the observations occurred around 7. 00 am.or 7 . 00 pm. ;  and the 
apparent interest shown in commercial aeroplanes and a motor car . The aeroplane 
"interes tn may receive additional support when it i� noted that both Edinburgh 
and Prestwick features large and busy airports ,  and that Abingdon, Ducklington, 
Standlake , Yarnton , and Kidlington all pos sess airports or lie very close to air­
ports . Chipping Norton9 Ruislip , and Cumnor , are all geographically close to air­
ports . Is it possible, therefore , that these triangular objects were engaged in 
some sort of survey of Earthly air transport? It should not _be overlooked that� 
right in the middle of October 1978' ( on the 21s t .  to be precise)., Frederick Va­
lentich,  a young Australian pilot? disappeared w�th his Ces sna 182 near King Is . ,  
in the Bass Strait, shortly after radioing that he was being harrassed by a huge 
unknown object with brilliant lights , the shape of the object not itself being 
apparently discernible to him (v.Awareness ,  vo1.7 , no�3 , 1978 , pp.l5-17; MUFON 
UFO Journal , nogl29 ,  August 1978 (but issued early l 979),_ . pp . 3-5) • .  Was this in­
cident connected with the apparent interes t in terres trial aeropl�hes ·and· areas 



featuring airports? For .those re�ders who may object that the Valentich affair 
occurred befbre the November/December rash of triangular objects 0ver Britain7 
let the f llowing additional cases speak for themselves. 

xviii) 22nd.September2 1978. Birmingham and West Bromwich9 West Midlands. Time� 
8. 30 pm. 
A large lighted triangular shaped Abject was observed in the sky by many 
people in Birmingham. From nearby Wednesbury the object9 seen by several 
additional witnesses9 presented more of a diamond or lozenge silhouette 
(v.Northern UFO News9 no g55 , 1978 9 p.5). 

xix) 2nd.October9 1 97e. Kingstanding9 West Midlands. Timeg 7cl5 pm. 
No less than seven triangular objects. were sighted simultaneously in the 
sky over this locality -by many· observers (v.loc.cit.9 nog579 19792 p.4.). 

It may· also be relevant that9 b�fore these dates9 essentially similar triangular 
o·ojects were seen in 1 978 over va'rious American localities 9 as foll"ws g 

xx) Janua:-y 22nd.9 1978. Over sewage�works7 Kingston9 Onta.rio9 Canada. Timeg 
c.2.00 pm. 
Three witnesses reported watching two triangular nbjects of unknown origin 
h0vering over this site (RES Bureau Bulletin9 nog299 1 978, p.5) . 

xxi) 20th May, 1978. Thames River9 CAnnecticut9 USA. Time� c.9.30 pm. 
Six triangular· objects were seen by several observers crossing the sky over 
this location (v.Norwich �) Bulletin, 21.5.1 9789 MUFON UFO Journal, no: 
127 , 1 9789 p.l3). . . . . . . 

The same six objects were also reported by observers at· Norwich, Montville, 
and Ledyard, all in c�nnecticut· (v. ibid.9 ibid.). 

There is presently no meth0d by which these American observations can be posit­
ively correlated with the aforementioned British sightings. The actual times of 
the American cases are less co.nstant, although all those from Connecticut centre 
around 9.30 pm. On the other hand9 the Kingstanding incident (case xix above) 

ccurred around 7.15 pm.9 which is more or less the same time as the sightings 
made at Hull, Carlisle, and Edinourgh (see p."I2 supra), and the time of day when 
Valentich is _reported to have vanished. The persistence of a high percentage of 
these sightings around either 7 o 00 am .  or 7.00 pm.is curious and perhaps signi­
ficant. · 

Qg �conclusions. 

It is well known that ufos pay a great deal of attentinn to a wide variety of 
Earthly subjects. To date, however, little or no work appears to have been done 
n the relationships (if any) between specific types of ufo and reported uf� be­

havioural patterns --- other than that the so-called carrier �r mother-ship (ci­
gar or cylindrical shaped) objects often release or receive smaller globular or 
discoidal �bjectso The available information is admittedly very scattered and not 
always properly documented. The present notes, however, suggest that in at least 
some cases domed-disc ufos are directly connected with some sort 0f biological 
survey and that triangular shaped ufos are associated with the surveillance of 
airfields and with monitoring aircraft flights. Just possibly these latter possi­
bilities have a bearing upon the sobering Valentich disappearance (which in some 
quarters has been regarded as an abduction case). Studies �f specific ufo types 
and their behaviour at particular-localities should henceforth be undertaken as a 
potential important but hitherto under-used tool--towards attaining a deeper under­
standing of the ufo phenomenon. 



"SOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS ON T:fll2 UFO FRONT" 

?Y 
J . B  .. Delair . 

Although the now celebrated or notorious (according to how you view · them) ufo 
photographs taken around las t Chris tmas in New Zealand generated a great deal 
of general interest ,  argument , counter-argument , debunking and now recriminat­
ion (see end of this article ) , it �as not in itself a particularly important 
ufo event o Certainly more important. was the event that occurred on the night of 
Wednes day, March 29th o , 1 978 9 on highway 465 near Indianapolis , Indiana , USA o 9  
whon , b_etwe·en 9 . 30 and 9 . 45 pm o , two 18-wheeler s·emi-trucks in a caravan , to-· 
gether with a· Ford super-cab 1 978 truck , were engulfed by a tremendous beam of 
light from an unknown aerial s ource . This light was so  brilliant that none of the 
truckers were able to see beyond the length of their own vehicle hoods o Strangely 
all noise seemed to s top ? everything went as �iet as the proverbial grave , a�, 
for an estimated 3 to 5 seconds , the motors of the trucks sputtered as if they 
were s to�pingo Then , like a light bulb turned off , the my8 tery· light vanished , 
the motors began to operate normally , the CB radios  in the cabs began to function 
again , and the general • · rbad" sound as sociated naturally with .  moving vehicles re-
turned .  ., 

None of these  drivers could believe what nad happened o  Yet it had happenedo Very 
soon the driver of the rear truck shouted out on his CB radio "Hey!," UFO , if you 
have your ears on , I want to go with you" c  Then , almost . as suddenly as before , 
the s trange blue light returned and se ttled like � lampshade over the three tr­
ucks once more , this time for an estimated 15 se conds o Each truck was slowed to 
a speed around 10 , or even 5 9 miles an hour , all the �hile jumping and jerking. 
Again , no noises could be heard , and each driver 11as· encapsulated in a kind of 
blue limbo , since none could see through the brilliant glare or catch a ·glimpse 
of his fellow drivers . · 

After these  two experiences ,  dis cussed by the drivers over the CB e�ipment ,  their 
radios were full of excited people en�iring about what had happene� o  Moreover , 
approximately 50 cars stopped acr ss  the freeway to view the phenomenon , actual 
witnesses  totalling over 100 individuals . A middle aged woman res ident in the· 
area of this as tonishing event described seeing n : o o a big bright blue lampshade 
over the three trucks " .  No ufo was actually vis ible . Only a long �ut-like thing, 
es timated at 25  feet  in length , from the bottom of which emanated the brilliant 
enveloping light . The light itself was estimated as spreading out to 250�309 feet 
overall o 

Int�res ti11gly , one of the truck drivers said , when subsequently interviewed ,  that 
the battery on his vehicle took about 1� hours to regain full charge , and that a 
clock in his cab ; formerly noted £or near perfect timing, now loses about an hour 
every day. Fuller accounts of this remarkable occurrence have appeared in several 
ufo magazines , including the MUFON uFO Journal , no � l26  (May) , l978 , · p . 3 . 

The above is an especially interesting case  insofar as it  appears to relate to 
the involvement of an invisible ufo 9 presumably of the kind monitored from time 
to time on radar s caopes but which remain invis ible to the unaided eye . 

If the above supposition is anywhere near correct , then an exactly reverse s itu­
ation occurred on tne night of November 7th o 9 1 978 , when Antonia Pallesca of San 
Benedeto del Tronto 9 Italy , watched a huge metallic object in the sky following 
his boat while fishing off-shcre 11aters .· Pallesca said the object ,  although at 
leas t twice the size of his boa� was wholly absent from his radar . He adds that 



" I  \vas scared out of my wits and turned for home" (National Enquirer, 27 . 3 � 7 9 ) .  

S till !Urther indications that normally invisible ufos may be involved in these 
unnerving events come from the same area of the Adriatic off Italy. For example, 
local fishermen from San Benedeto del Tronto and Martisciuro have reported see­
ing huge columns of water spring up out of flat seas · for no apparent reason, and 
of watching weird balls of fire in the sky as they flashed past their boats at 
night. On October 20th � ,  1978 . 9 fisherman Frederico Ricci and his son Gabriele. 
saw one of the sudden watery eruptions , from a calm sea at a spot about three 
miles off shore. Frederico said � " Suddenly, about 500 feet from the boat, a very 
big column of water shot up with great force . It was 13  to 16 feet wide and 500 
feet high" (ibid o )  o 
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No missiles have been seen entering or leaving the sea where and when these vast 
columns of water. have occurred o  But in view Jf Antonia Pallesca ' s observations , 
anQ the fact that· the above and other nearby localities inhabited by fishermen 
who ·have reported similar phenomena , it would not be inconceivable th�t invisible 
ufos were infesting this particular area o Oddly, �ll these recent observations 
and events lie a short distance north of Pescara, the scene of a procession of 
domed and discoidal · ufos photographed on an uncertain date in 1 957 (v. The UFO 

_ Register , vol o 69 197 5 9  p . 48), and of a domed saucer�shaped object photographed 
by Bruno Ghibandi on April 2 7 th o , 1961 (loc o cit o ,  vol o 7 9 1 976 , p . 51). In this 
.connection it is, ' perh�ps, worth remembering that several ufos have appeared in 
photographs of other scenes or objects taken by photographs who' claimed that no 
ufos were v�sible at the time o The possibility of invisible ufos, with the re­
la�ed (? ) ability of ufos to materialise and dematerialise seemingly at will , 
runs like a tantalising thread through all these events. This writer does not 
insist that invisible ufos are connected with all these evehts or the amazing 
Indiana episode described on p. l4 opposite, but does draw readers ' attention to 
the possibilityo 

Even more mind-boggling was ·the event which occurred on September 20th o 9 1 977 , 
at Petrozavodsk in Russia o On that date, according to Nicolai Milov, a Soviet 
ne�spaperrnan, a "UFO hung in the night sky for at least two hours o At an al titu­
de of 60 miles, it seemed to be more than a half mile in diameter". 

" It was irregular in shape, jagged,. grotesque, with many protrusions of various 
sizes . Some looked like poles, others like discs on a stem o The body flickered 
with red and yellow lights o It was also the centre of great activity as much 
smaller bodies appeared to dart away from it, while others seemed to approach 
and disappear into immense portholes'1 • 

Soviet physicist Vladimir Azhazha stated � " In my view it was indeed o o • from outer 
space o Its appearance seems to indicate that an extraterrestrial civilization is 
in the final stage prior to direct communication with earth" .  

" E>cciting new information has been seeping through from Petrozavodsk concerning 
a spaceship that visited the area recently o Something major i.s going on". 

As informed readers will perhaps know, this object beamed down rays of light on 
the Russian city which melted holes in window panes, and burnt holes in pave­
ment surfaces o Fortunately nobody appears to haye bean injured, but the effects 
were , to say the least, alarming, whereby the citizens of Petrozavodsk have been 
very anxious as to what might happen in the future o One of the :results of this 
event has been that the Sovie t Academy of Scieno.e has officially asked all Sovi­
et citizens to forward all information they may have about sightings of ufos. 
Aleksei Zolotov 9 a professional . geologist, :remarked " The academy is calling for 
help. The matter must be urgent ". 
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This high-leyel request resulte� from a series of spectacular sightings over Pet­
rozavodsk, on successive nights , and which included the remarkable events of 20th 
June 1977 just described. Some of the more recent sightings here -took plao 3  in 
the earlier months of 1978 so that it appears as if the city has been earmarked 
by ufos for special attention. These and other Russian sightings c f  recent date 
led to the Academy of Sciences appeal of January 21st . this year � which appeared 
in the influential supplement of n izvestiaY' --- the official government _·newspaper 
--- arid which read as followsg 

"The Academy of Sciences herewith requests citizens who have observed unusual 
events in the sky to report their sightings with as many details and measurements 
as possible" .  

All this has generated a great deal of speculation o One spokesman , Prof.Aleksei 
Zolotov , even went so Kar as to say that g " I  do not exclude a first major landing 
from space in the Petrozavodsk area in 1979" . (v .National En�irer , 27. 3 . 1979) .  

Obviously we shall have to wait and see whet�er this possibility comes to fruit­
ion . 

Meanwhile other intriguing and potentially very important ufological matters oc­
curreu in the Autumn of 1978. For example , at the first Iberian Congress on ufos 
held - in Porto , Portugal9 during the first week of October , researcher Raul Beren­
guel informed the closing session -that ,- on November 2nd. , 1959 , two ufos dropped 
clouds of cotton-like filaments over a southern Portuguese locality in broad day­
light for four hours , and that much of the substance , which fell to ground , was 
afterwards collected.  The fi.laments 9 according to Mr Berenguel , who claimed to 
have personally observed laboratory studies of the filaments for two years , pro­
ved to be "living things about four millimetres long , e�ipped with . tentacles 
ending in a three pronged fork , and which took up defensive postures9' . 

Mr Berenguel also reported that durine laboratory experiments the organism rep­
ortedly put out a network of filaments several times, apparently in an attempt to 
get out of its glass container. (v o f.1elbourne £i.dvertiser , Oct . lOth . , 1978) . 

A fuller report of this amazing event is expected ,  and indeed eagerly awaited. 
Its ramifications , needless to point out , are immense . The fact tha� such an im­
portant matter has not been made public before (i. e. , until October 1978) is in 
itself _appalling . The association of aerial cotton-like matter ,  ufos , and ; now, · 
apparently alien. organisms , ·  is exceedingly illuminating when one · recalls the t�o 
earlier cases given below as listed by this writer in 1977 (!) . 
At 5. 30 pm . on October 14th . , 1 961 , 1� and Mrs Burson of Sunset , Utah , USA , wat­
ched, with two other residents , two weird objects later described as "puffy daubs 
of cotton"· pass over that locality in an east_erly dire ction . These bodies were 
joined together by "long stringy stuff" , and were followed at a short interval - by 
a pair of smooth disc-shaped objects . The following day , two more 91puffy" objects 
passed over the same locQlity at high speed in the same dire ction (2) . 

One evening in April 1966 , Miss Susan Everett saw several white "fluffy - balls" 
pass across the sky near Battlesbury , Wiltshire , at no great height above t�e 
ground (2) • 
These items lead us to various conj ectures ,  of which the following may contain 
more than a grain of truth. The above mentioned "filaments" and "stringy stuffU 
is commonly known as "Angel Hairu . It was apparently dropped from ufos fairly 
frequently during the late 1940 ' s , and throughout the 1950 ' s , after which de cade 
reported falls of such subs,tances became increasingly rare. Very few falls ·of this 
matter have occurred during the 1970 ' s  to Contact (UK) ' s  knowledge . If 9 as see.ms 



indicated by the aforementioned Portugue s e  and Utah events 9 ufos were ac tually 
introducing alien organisms into terres trial conditions , one no t .unreas onably 
as sumes that this was done deliberately . At the time of the more spe ctacular 
early falls of "Angel Hair" many ufo res earchers believed that the subs tance 
was s ome form . ?f was te matter spewed out by ufos encun1bered with the s tuff e At 
the ss:tme .time � others adv_ocated that it  was no thing more than spiders ' web mat­
erial � Thes-� early pontificators 7· whil� corre ctly identifying the biological 
nature of th� subs tance , were unable to bring themselve s to accept a ufological 
origin .for it 9 while thos e  who argued for a ufological s ource rarely if ever 
subs cribed to the organic nature of "Angel. Hair" o This re cent revelation at the 
Iberian · ufo congre s s  lS thus of great importance 9 parti cularly when the dis tri­
bution of the known falls of uAngel Hairn are plotted temporally o The cono 3nt­
ration of these  fall s  in the late 1 940 ' s and throughout the 1950 ' s ,  and their 
subsequent rarity, pos s ibly sugge s ts that the falis themselves formed part of a 
programm� of . s e€-ding or introducing a particular ali.en life-form . into the ter- · · 

. res trial environment , and that in the early 1 960 ' s thi s  programme came to an 
end . Such an interpretation , while no t ye t proven � would at leas t be cons is tent 
with various o ther face ts of ufo behaviour o 

Not thB lea s t  important event of re cent months has been the re leas e �  under law , 
of many official documents pertaining to ufos  and ufo events by official Ameri­
can s ources . Some of these  have already been reported in the ufological litera­
ture , including the las t is sue of this j ournal (4 ) 7  and will , perhaps , .be fam­
iliar to s ome readers . It is , of course ,  well known that top American res earch­
ers , such as Maj or Donald Keyhoe aJ;ld Leonard Stringfield , have repeatedly alleg­
ed that the American government was engaged in a gigantic cover-up regarding the· 
the ufo problem , s o  very probably there will be those who will merely nod their 
heads at this news and mutter "We told you s o" . But recogniz ing that such .a 
cover-up has occurred is a very <1 if.f�1.· -'11 L ua·L ter from knowing how far-rpaching 
that proces s  lllay have be en ., 'rhat several leading inve s tJ ga L \ Il·s and others having 
an interes t  in the

.
matter are no t ye t happy in this matter is il lus trated by the 

following s tatements fro� s one of the se  individual s . 

Top NASA engineer , William Gould Jr o 9 has s tated his belief that the American 
governBent doesn ' t want the public  to " develop a s e t  of national j itters about 
some thing we are not in a pos ition to do anything about" . 

Donald Keyhoe has als o commented �  "A lot  of government people feel that if they 
came out and told the truth the publ ic would be s o  angry they would blas t them 
for the cover-up" o Keyhoe is als o  on re cord as saying that the US government 
will continue keeping ufo facts secre t ,  and g n i�s outrageous , but the government 
has absolutely no intention of letting the pe ople see all the UFO information it 
has . It ' s  worse than Watergate -- it ' s  UFOgate " . 

Famed ,  and always informed ufo celebrity , Jin Lorenzen echos Gould ' s thoughts in 
s tating g "They ( the US govern�ent ) don ' t W3nt the public to know -be cause it ' s  too 
hard for them to handle "  o 

Nuclear physicis t , Stanton Friec�1an , who has inves tigated ufo reports for many 
years now , admi ts to having pers onally - interviewed more than 8� former mili tary 
nen who s ighted ufos and that very many of the s e  revealed that numerous official­
ly documented ufo s ightings were filed with s ecurity agencies and "never made 
public" . 

· 

Jack Acuff , head of NICAP --- one of Aneric ' s oldes t and mos t  res pected ufo org­
anizations --- as s erts that he has " • • •  seen documents that are c·lass ified which 
goveXTrrnent agencies are regularly get ting reports on UFO s ightings from all over 
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the world" . He adds g n rnformation als o  comes through on · domestic (UFO ) ao-:ivity 
to the

. 
National Security Agency (a super-secret US e intelligE?nce agency ) ., An 

inside source has confirmed to me that he has. seen almos t weekly mes sages com­
ing concerning UFOsn . (v . Na'tiona� Enquirer,  june 4th ., 9 1 978 ; ibid., , June 27th o ) 

All this concern for governmental secrecy ·and the with-holding of ufo informat­
ion has led to a series of probes by civilian individuals into official proced­
ures relating to ufological material 9 and ·the resul ts have been far from reas­
suring. As detailed above , such governmental behaviour has ,generated various un­
favourable ·comment 9 among them the accusation by John Schues sler 9 an engineer­
manager for NASA ' s space shuttle prograrrmie ., Schues sler avers that g "The United 
Statel:b government is engaged in a longterin cover-up of a lot of vitally import­
ant information on UFOs" .  (ibid o 9 June 27.th o 9 1978 ) .  

. ' 
Thus , while there is a near unanimous opinion among informed ufo resear�hers , 
extending to those in Brltaip and other parts of Europe � that deliberate govern­
mental . secrecy operates 9 and has for long operated ,  with regard to the ufo pheno­
menon , - serious doubts are still entertained as to how much of the total data now 
known to be held by secret government departments around the world will actually 
be released to interested bodies . The release of a few relatively innocuous or 
comparatively unimportant cases  (even if they run into  several hundred such it­
ems ) is no guaranttee that additional material (possibly of massive proportions ) 
may yet be with-held ., 

The ·fact that the Russian Academy of Sciences has now openly asked Soviet citi­
zens to submit all ufo s ightings and related information i·s at least a s ign that 
officialdom everywhere is under pres sure of one kind or another to be seen to be 
doing something about . the ufo enigma o It is thus all the more enigmatic and�rli= 
strating that the British government declines to involve itself openly in ufo ·  
inves tigations , despite repeated please from various quarters ( including the 
House of Lords ) that it do s o .  The suspicion remains that it is , and has for 
long been , engaged in covert ufo research . Indeed9  it is difficult to see how 
so well organised a government as that of Britain is not undertaking such s tud­
ies , e specially in view of its close political and military ties with the USA , 
Canadian , French 9 and other leading governments o In that connection it is mos t  
interesting to find that the official Chinese  coBIDunis t newspaper --- the Jenmin 
Jih � --- published the firs t article on ufos in a Chinese newspaper on Nov­
elllber 14th . , 1978 , entitled nUFo , the uns olved mjrs tery" o The article s tates cat­
egorically that ufo s tudies are conducted earnes tly in both Japan and the USA , 
and intimates that China may be 9 or shortly hopes to , conduct its own studies .  
This Chinese arti�le , by the way, contains several hitherto unknown (from the 
Wes t ' s point of view) Chinese  ufo sightings (v o TI1e Mainichi Shinbun ( Tokyo ) ,  15 o 
ll ., l978 ) o  . - -

The activities of Citizens Agains t UFO Secrecy , headquartered at P ., O .,Box 4743 , 
Arlington 9 Virginia 22204 , USA 9 which is bringing a lawsuit agains t the CIA for 
with-holding ufo information , and which is now laying the groundwork for a law­
suit agains t the US .,Air Force 9 will inevitably be followed with particular int­
eres t o  The fact tkat this organization successfully prized locse a s ignificant 

. amount of CIA ufo material in 1978 was indeed a milestone in ufological his toryo  

While perhaps not a miies tone in its  own right , the incredible car levitation 
case involving two Chilean rally drivers near Pedro Luro in Bahia Blanca state , 
Argentina , on September 22nd ., , was still a major development meriting mention 
here . Briefly , drivers Carlos  Rimirez and ·JU1gel Moya , who were participating .�n 
a motor rally, being at that s tage among the stragglers , encountered a brilliant 



light which approached them from the rear , caused 'their lights and engine to 
fail , and which by s eme means lifted their vehicle off the road. Neither dri­
ver was able to make any movement5 whils t  engulfed in this bubble of light . 
T.he car was carried through the air for s ome 15 kilome tres and then deposited 
gently by the side of the road . On examining the petrol tank of their vehicle 
Ramirez dis covered it to be almost empty,  even though it had had nearly 400 
litres of pe trol in it when it encountered the ufo . Exceedingly shocked , the 
two drivers insisted on having a policeman in their car while they completed 
their drive to Bahia Blanca . The route they were following lay be tween the 
cities of Comodoro Rivadavia and Bahia Blanca . 

Very interes tingly , the mys tery light was described being a brilliant mass of 
egg-like points packed closely toge ther (v. Cronica (Buenos Aires ) ,  24 . 9 . 1978 ; 
ibid . , 25 . 9 .1978 ) , which is closely similar to the unknown luminous phenomenon 
sighted over Sheldon , near .Birmingham , Wes t  Midlands , England , at 8 . 30pm .  the 
� day. And at the � time , over nearby Great Barr (Birmingham) ,  a triang­
ular obj ect of unknown origin was observed by several individuals ,  as als o  by 
others at Wes t  Bromwich , and a diamond or lozenge shaped obj ect was seen over 
Wednesbury in the same dis trict (v . D . N .Mans ell earlier in this is sue ; North­
� UFO News , no : 55 ,  1 978 , p . 5 . ) .  Such s imilaritie s between far-sundered events 
occurring on identical dates and s eemingly conne cted with other dove-tailing 
ufo activities cannot be ignore d .  

Nor should one overlook the fact that , als o  in September 1978 (exac t  date un­
noted)  Alejandro Hernandez and Robinson Hernandez were lifted up inside their 
car in the SW. sector of Santiago , Chile , after encountering a very low altitude 
" s trange engineu .  During this period of suspension the se drivers claim to have 
had conversations witi1 5 or 6 alien entities . As with the Argentinian cas e ab­
ove , the car was redepos ited on the ground safely and both drivers suffered 
great shock (v. La  Naci6n (Buenos Aires ) ,  and Las Ul timas Noticias , both dated 
27 . 9 . 1 978 ) . Further information concerning thr;-incident is awaited with much 
interes t .  

Finally , turning full circle , we re turn t o  the now globally known New Zealand 
ufo photographs mentioned at the beginning of this article . As generally known , 
thes e  have given rise to much dis cus sion and explanation , of which the latter 
has ranged from the plane t Jupiter , to ice crys tals , temperature invers ions , 
and the lights of Japane se squid fishermen (see various Aus tralas ian newspapers 
published in January and February 1979 ) .  The actual film of the mys tery obj ect 
was flown to the United States in January , where it was examined by various ex­
perts , including 20 of America ' s  top phys icis ts . In Britain , Sir Bernard Lovell 
of Jodrell Bank , identified the "ufo" as a burned out me teorite . Now the find­
ings of the American �hys icists have been releas ed.  They are given below. 

U F 0 
br Allen Hynek, -presi� identified flying object. 

--

, ma.n dent of America's C'entre 'We have a bona fide 
for UFO Studies, said it UFO.' said Dr Hynek in 

hits at 

Love II 

was ridiculous for J oddrel N ew  York. 
Bank director Sir Ber­
nard to suggest that a 
UFO filmed over New 
Zealand last Christmas 
was nothing more than a 
burned-out _meteorite. 

The UFO, tracked on 
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These few lines are necessarily selective , and cover only a few of the numerous 
ufo avents of recent months that can be regarded as truly significant . Certain­
ly the pas t year has witnes se d  s ome maj or developments in the ufo field . Wheth­
er these will constitute an is olated peak of events when viewed historically, 
or whether they are a prelude to s till greater things to come nobody ,  of cour­
se , can presently say. Indeed, the only positive conclusion possible is that , a 
year from now, the situation will inevitably be very different . Whatever it is , 
we look forwara to it . 

l• J .B . Delair . "The Camouflage Syndrome" ,  Awarenes s , vol . 6 ,  no : 3 ,  1977 , pp . 8 ,  9 .  

2 .  C . Lorenzen and J . Lorenzen . "UFOs : The Whole Story" , 1969 , pp . 232-233 • 

.2.• A . Shuttlewood. "The Warmins ter Mys tery" , 1 967 , p . 1 51 .  

!· V.Perry. "UFO Surveillance of North American and Canadian Airforoe and Radar 
Ins tallations " ,  Awareness , vo1 . 7 ,  no : 4 ,  1978 , pp . 9-13 . 
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UFO 
NEWSCLI PPI NG JOURNAL 

world& l argest 
worlds mast informed 

TWO NEWSCLIPPING AGENCIES BASED IN DALLAS, TEXAS AND 
PARIS, FRANCE SCAN 8000 DIFFERENT U.S. DAILY AND WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPERS EVERY MONTH. MULTIPLY THAT BY THE NUMBER OF EACH PAPER'S MONTHLY ISSUES, AND THE U.S . TOTAL I S  
WELL OVER 100,000 PER MONTH. ADD TO THAT T H E  TOTA L 
NUMBER OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE N EWSPAPERS CHECKED I N  
OVER �0 COUNTR I ES, AND YOU'LL SEE WHY THERE IS NO FIN­
E R  UFO .JOURNAL TO KEEP YOU COMPLETELY INFORMED ON 
THE WORLD SCENE. MANY FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATIONS 

PROMPT ON-TIME SERVICE ! ! 
ATTENTION IS SHOWN TO SEARCHES FOR EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
LIFE BY RADIOTELESCOPES FOR SIGNALS OF I NTELLIGENCE 

AND OF LIFE- BASED MOLECULES FLOATING ABOUT INTERSTEI: 

LAR SPACE ,  OR IF YOUR TASTE RUNS TO THE BERMUDA TRI­
ANGLE, THE LOCH NESS MONSTER, BIG FOOT, ANCIENT A S ­
TRONAUTS, O R  .JUST NATURE AT ITS MOST MYSTERIOUS SELF. 

.planet-wide press coverage 

SUBSCRIBE AND SEE THE B I G DIFFERENCE 
OVER 150 Pages Each MONTH 

CHOOSE THE POSTAL RATES THAT YOU CAN AFFORD ! ! 
First Issue NORTH AMERicA 

ma i l ing ELSEWHERE 

MONTH 

$ 3.50 
4.50 

$ l50 
J U LY 1 St c. AME R.; CARIBBEAN 

S. AMER.; EUROPE 
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$ 60.00 A I R  

85.00 A I R  

1 1 0.00 A I R  

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER I N  U.S. CURRENCY O R  FOREIGN EOU I V. 

P. 0. BOX 456f3 DE PT. A DALLAS , TEXAS f5245 USA 

UFO NEWSCUPPING 
Sl RVJCE 

The UFO NEWSCUPPING SERVlCE 
wtil k<'<'P you tnfurmt>d of �11 t he late�t 

Unttt'd Statt.•s dnd World Wtd(• UFO 

dCttvtty, as tt happens ' Our servtee was 

started tn 1969. at whic h t ime we 

c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h a r e p u t a b l e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n e w s p d p e r - c l t p p i n g  

bureau t o  obtain for us. t hose hard t o  

fmd UFO reports  ( i  e . ,  htt le knovm 
photo�Jf.lphtc ea��. do�t· ('ncounh•r 

dnd l.mdtng reports, lX:Cupant CdSe�) 

and all other UFO reports, many of 

which are earned only in small town or 

foretgn newspetpers. 

"Our UFO Newsc lipptng Service 

tssues are 2Q. page monthly reports,  

r e p r o d u c e d  by p h o t o · o f f s e t ,  

t·ont dtnmg t he latt>st Umted St ates and 

CatMdtan U F O  newsc hpptngs, with 

our  foretgn sec t ton carry 1ng the lah•st 

Bnt Lo;h, Australian, New Zealand cmd 

other for"'tgn press reports .  Also 

mduded ts C\ ] S pdq4' s.-•c t ton nf 
"f-"ortt•.m" dtpptnys ( t . t• .  Bt�lfool .,nd 

other "monster " reports) .  Let us keep 

you mformed of t he lah�st happentngs 

in the UFO and Fortean fields." 

For subscr'Ption information an<,i 

sar.'"lple pages from our service, write 

today to: 

UFO NEWSCUPPING SERVICE 
Route 1 - Box 220 

Plumerville, Arkansas 72 127 



JMPORTANT . NOTICE o 

�U F 0 - L I N C 0 N ' 79" 

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL UFO RESEARCH CONGRESS EVER . 

The British UFO Research As s ociation � in as s ociation with Grand Me tropolitan 
Hotels 9 have pleasure in announcing that they are arranging the abo.,._-e congre s s  . 

at· the · 

MOUNT ROYAL HOTE1:,7 

Marble Arch 9 London Wl 9  

on 

Sw�day and Monday , 26-27 Augus t 1 97 9  (Augus t Bank Holiday weekend ) , 

in direct collaboration 

with 

CONTACT INTERNATIONAL (UK) o 
-X- . �-- -X- �:- * 

The leading gue s t  speaker will be the as tronomer ])r J .ALLEN HYNEK, one of the 
world ' s  foremos t ufologis ts and d·irector of the Centre for UFO Studie s in Ev­
ans ton7 Illinois 9 USA o Other leading ufologists from Europe have been invited 
while UK speakers are to include J o Bernard Tielair (editor of "Awarenes s" ) and 
Norman Oliver (editor of BUFORA Journal ) . 

The programme is  likely to include a documentary film on UFOs , special slide 
pre sentations , an optional visi t  t J  the London Planetariu�, and approximately 
eight res earch papers on problems conne cted with the UFO phenomenon . A spe cial 
exhibition will be produced by Oont�c t International (UK) , and there will be a ·  

. books tall located in the foyer of the two :congres s  suites o 

Tiuring t�e congress , a working party will ·try to agree common s tandards of ter� · 
minology , class ifications , data proce s s ing and s oftware o This event 7 therefore ; 
will be unique by virtue of its size and its international research obj e ctives o 

Mos t British ufologists will re call that BUFORA s taged two highly succes sful 
ufo conferences (Stoke-on-Trent g  1975 . and Birmingham g 1 97 6 )  and an excellent 
congres s  (No ttingham g 1978 ) in the pa�t and are eminently well qualified to 
hold the pres ent one.o The forthcoming gathering will unques tionably one that 
no self-respecting ufologi s t  can afford to miss . 

PACKAGE DEAL g 

An attractive package offer has been worked out which will include Rail travel ,  
. Hvtel cos ts , and Admis s ion to all the Congres s  sess ions o It provides subs tant­

ial savings o Spe cial arrangements are als o  available for delegates com·ing from 
abr�ad , and all intending to attend the Congres s  should take advantage of 
thes e o  For full de�ails o:f thes e  and your application form , please write di­
rect to :-

Colin Rill s tone , 
UFO Congres s  Secre tariat 7 
7 Stratford Place , . 

· London , W1A 4 YU, England . 
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(Editorial g 

Dear Editor , 

RF�ER ' S  LETTERS . 

rather surprisingly comparatively few letters have been received re­
ceived s ince the las t is sue of "Awarenes s "  was published,  although a 
qpite phenomenal number of pre s s  clippings have arrived from thought­
ful members during the same period . Eddie Cox ,  ·our archivis t ,  des ires 
to thank all thes e · kind individuals for the se contributions through 
this page . Although rather swamped by them at pres ent , he . hopes that 
additional pres s-cl ippings will continue to arrive in the mail inde£­
initely . 

Due to the above factors , jus t  two reader ' s  le tters are reproduced ,  
the second be ing a very remarkable one from a member who is only 12 
years of age . We hope that other members will correspond with him and 
encourage his obvious intere s t  in the �o phenomenon ) . 

I am writing to point out a mis take in the copy of "Awarenes s " ,  Winter 1 978 . On 
page 15 , the firs t line of the s tatement attributed to Prof . Hermann Oberth , in 
paragraph two , reads g 

" In  our Galaxy there are One Hundred Million Stars " .  

I believe this figure should be n one Hundred Thousand Million" . As I am an amateur 
as tronomer , I jus t couldn ' t' let this one go , without pointing this out .· I as sume , 
of cours e , this is :purely an error in printing, and not a mis take

' by' Profes sor 
Oberth (heaven forbid ) .  

Yours s incerely , 

D . K . Clark (Mr . ) g  15 . 3 . 197 9 ;  Barnehurs t ,  Kent . 

(Ed . , we . are grateful to Mr Clark for pointing out this error . Consulting our s ou­
r� we find that the figure of One Hundre d ·}lillion is indeed quoted ,  but as this 
was itself extracted from Prof . Oberth ' s  original s tatement , we feel sure that }�. 
Clark ' s revised total is entirely valid . Mos t  �s tronomical textbo oks dealing with 
s tellar populations , numbers , e tc . ,  give totals comparable to Mr . Clark ' s )  • . · 

Dear Editor , 

In the "Awarene s s "  edition , Winter of 1 978/79 , there was a title called "UFO 
surve illance of North .American and Canadian Airforce and Radar Ins tallations " by 
Vera Perry . It was , I thought , very interes ting. s· . interes ting was it to me that 
I have decided to type this letter to say that the behaviour of the UFOs was indeed 
very intelligent be cause , for ins tance , when the s trange ob j e cts e i ther picked up 
the j et fighters and interceptor helicopters and ( s ic ) it switched off i ts lights 
and totaly (sic ) disappeare d or it gradually picked up speed and the j ets jus t  co­
uld not ge t close enough to identify the craft . This is indeed very intelligent ,  
s o  on ( s ic ) s ome cases of the airforce bas e s , s trange obvious ly intelligent vis i­
tors were found to be real whon radar operators che cked the ir radar for s trange 
clouds and the northern lights �d no t s ome everyday ordinary phenomena of ( s ic ) 
which we are all accous tomed ( s ic )  to . As you are well aware , the oceans hav8:not 
been totally explored and even-n0w s cientis ts are jus t  oeginning to take interes t  
in the black depths . At depths of 5 , 000 feet there nre s trange fish like creatures 
with lights on themselves to see where they are going, and even further down there 
are eve11 more hideous fish with lights on them. ��o knows what other friendly and 
hos til creatur�s man will encounter as he goes further down? 



vfuat has this to do with UFOs ? Well , could s ome UFOs be ani�als which live in our 
upper Atmosphere? And are they able to create great lights jus t the way as ( s ic ) 
fish do deep in the ocean? Jus t as s quids and s ome spe c ies of octopus inflat;-­
thems elves with water and s quirt the water out and that pushes them along in the 
water and s o  they speed through the water keeping up this proce s s  when e scaping 
from their enemys ( s ic ) .  I know there is no water in the a�r exac t that confined 
to cloud·s and water vapour , but maybe if s ome supposed UFOs are ind�e.d creatures 
then perhaps they can infl�te themselves with air until they ge t very big9 and 
they loose out the air that may push them along in the sky as s quids do . Espe cial­
ly if they are very large animals and they can inflate thems elves to such an ex­
tent that , on releas ing air , they eas ily out pace the fas tes t  j e ts and hel i co·pt­
ers . And als o  the j e t no·ises which weren ' t .. j e ts but were made by the UFOs could 
be the aired being pushed out to an extent that the. air being pushed would .s ound 
remarkably like a j e t  engine . When one of . the obj e c ts (TIROs , �. ) was l o oked at 
through binoculars it looked like a perfe c t  sphere and appeared to be dotted with 
craters . The lights maybe shone through thes e  craters . Like dolphins , if they 
(UFOs , �) are animals ,  they . are as I have said very intelligent and playful be� 
cause they behave almos t l ike a baby . Dolphins l1ave the intelligence of a s ix 
year-old child .  Could these (UF0 9 Ed . ) animals be the same? Certainly if they are 
not animals they ge t points very . brilliantly and are greatly controlle d .  And the,y 
are all interes ted in our Weapons , s o · whoever · and whatever controls them, the o c­
cupants are very advanced . 
Yours s incerely , 
Nicholas Bishop � 18 . 3 . 1 97 9 . · 

(M. , apart from pointing out that Nicholas appears to be arguing in two differ­
ent directions at once towards the end of his le tter , it is none theless relevant 
to comment how intr:hguing his theory is , whereby surely few readers will fail to 
be as tonished at the c�libre of his arguoent and ideas considering that he is but 
12 years of age . Clearly Nicholas has an interes t  in biology and in marine biolo­
gy. His application of it to ufology is intere s ting, to say the leas t .  
Nicholas i s  not , of course , the firs t t o  sugge s t  that ufos , or s ome ufos , are in 
reality organisras of s or:1e kind . Donald Heard proposed the idea way back in the· 
early 1950 ' s , and faraed French ufologis t Rene Fouere later explored this thema in 
s ome detail . Even more recently9 articles on the same theme have appeared in sev­
eral popular news-s tand magaz ines . The idea 9 however ,  while possiply applicable 
to particular forms of ufo , doe s not appear to be a . working explanation of many 
( the maj ority of ) ·  others , whereby it is unlikely that ufos will ever prove to be,, 
in the main , organic uni ts . Neverthel es s , the propuls ion analogies sugge s te d  by 
Nicholas are interes ting i� the ir own right 9 s o  that , while neither air nor water 
is perhaps utilized by ufos in. flight , pos s ibly s ome equivalent propuls ive media 
could be processed in the nanner sugges ted . · 

Interes ted readers are therefore req�es ted to write to Nicholas at g -
42 Wychbury Road , · 

Quarry Bank , · 
Wes t  Midlands , DY5

. 
2XX . 

We are sure that he would l ovo to hear frow you � ) r-.. 

Don ' t forge t  to s end your ideas , oplnlons , or complaints to this column . Only by 
communicating them through this channel will your views be known to others in 

· �on tact (UK) . · 
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AN l l.DI'1INISTRaTIVJ? REQ1JEST 

by 

D o N oMansell . 

In response to e.rpeals in earlier is sues of this journal and via private corres­
pondence 9  several individuals applied tn become field inves tigators for CONTACT 
(UK) . In due c�urse application and examination forms were mailed to all . interes ted 
parties �  many , _f whom have since re turned completed examination fnrms o Unfortunate­
ly some potential new field inves tigators who have submitted such frrms have failed 
to append their names and address  to these � so that there is presently no way of 
knowing which forms were filled-out by particular candidates . Vlnuld all those who 
have recently returned completed examination forms to Data Research headquarters 
(48 Crown Road , Wheatley , nr . Oxford , Oxon ) kindly write to me without delay in or­
der that , where applicable � successful candidates can be is sued with identity cards 
and other relevant Contact (UK) docwnents . Until \ :e can identify specific indivi­
duals in this matter it will not be pos sible to appoint those candidates who have 
successfully passed the examination. Your earliest  co-operation in this matter will 
be much appreciated .  Please write direct  to the addre s s  jus t cited . 

· 

I am sure that everyone will agree that it is bad enough coping with unidentified 
flying �bj ects without having the added burden of unidentified field agents . 

"MORE COINCIDENCES?" 

by 

J .Randles and J .B . Delair . 

In the Autumn 1 978 issue of "Awareness u ::Jne of us ( JR) noted the repetition of c.�r­
tain not very common names in the ann�ls of ufology. It was then suggested that su­
ch repetiti�ns , so  often held to be mere coincidences , were p�s sibly not to be in­
terpreted in that manner and represented hitherto uninves tigated avenues of resear­
ch linked to the well-known u seloctivi ty91 factor in ufology 0 Below is a further ex­
ample of this kind , assembled from data accumulated by the present writers . It re­
lates to the surname REES � not in itself a notably corrm�on name in society .  

The  surname of  Contact International ' s  new Pres ident i s  REES (Ruth ) .  
The surname of the editor of Mapit ' s j ournal i1 Skywatchn is REES (David) . 
The surname of one of Contact (UK) ' s field investigators in Essex is REES (David) .  
The surname of �ne of Data Research ' s fact-processing team is REES (Susan ) . 
The surname of one of the military personnel involved with the investigation of the 
"green fireball" episode in s outh-western USA in the early 1950 ' s was REES (Lt . Col . 
Doyle ) . 

None of these individuals is  knowingly related to any of the others . 
Still more interes ting is the fact that Susan REES ' s s �n is named David and her da­
ughter is named Ruth . Random checks on five telephone directories for widely scat­
tered British districts show that , while the surne.J7te REES is present in all �f them, • 
it is never common and in two cases is only jus t present . Yet it appears tJ be dis­
proportionately embroiled in ufological matters . Why? Is , as some have claimed 9 the 
ufc phenomenon playing g2�es with huoanity, the surname REES being a prominent ele­
ment in the game , or do such repeti_tions (odd though they may seem to us at pre sent ) 
represent vital clues to . the phenomenon ' s true nature? In other words , are they im­
portant items that ufologis ts have until n0w contrived to overlook? 

It seems to us sensible to explore this aspect further until its real Derit can be 
positively established.  Further examples of nrepetiti:Jns n will be given later . 
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